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 Abstract: 

 

PAAs are rare, Congenital heart illness and pulmonary hypertension are the leading reasons in the 

present era. Rupture and PA dissection can take place. BD is the most common cause of PAA 

secondary to vasculitis. Imaging such as computed tomography with contrast is helpful in making 

a medical diagnosis and for follow-up. PAA in BD is a significant complication and needs to be 

managed quickly to prevent complications of PAA. Embolization is a new technique and a 

promising treatment option, and in our opinion, it should the first invasive procedure performed 

when managing this potentially devastating abnormality. Surgical treatment is suggested for large 

aneurysms of the main PA trunk/main PAs or for large aneurysms in those places. Better 

clarification of the natural history of these uncommon arterial aneurysms is required. 

 

 Introduction: 

Pulmonary artery aneurysms (PAAs) are uncommon problems that are most typically caused by 

injury (often iatrogenic), infections or Behcet's disease (BD). Much less typical causes are 

pulmonary hypertension, congenital heart illness and neoplasm [1].BD is a multisystem disorder 

providing with reoccurring oral and genital ulcerations, skin lesions and ocular participation. It 
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was very first described by the Turkish dermatologist Hulusi Behcet in 1937 [2], [3], [4].The 

mean age at which BD occurs is 20 to 30 years. BD is most prevalent in the Mediterranean 

region, Middle East and Far East. Men are affected 2 to 5 times a lot more often than females [2], 

[5].BD involving the chest can manifest as a vast spectrum of irregularities that include 

irregularities of the vessel lumen and wall, lung parenchyma, pleura and mediastinal framework. 

PAA is a rare yet serious issue of BD [5], [6].We present one such intriguing patient with BD that 

developed huge PAA and was treated successfully by utilizing transcatheter embolization that 

resulted in medical improvement. 

The incident of pulmonary artery aneurysm (PAA) is very rare in the clinical setting. Careful 

therapy needs to be considered since of the possibility of fatal complications including rupture, 

dissection, pulmonary embolism and heart failure. Our objective is to contribute a better 

understanding of this disease and its treatment. 

 Methodology: 

We searched, with English language restrictions, and only human subject articles 

following electronic databases; PubMed, MEDLINE and EMBASE for any relevant 

article, whether was it reviews or randomized controlled studies or systematic reviews 

discussing pulmonary artery aneurysm from the time of databases inception to December 

2017. We used the term ‘pulmonary artery aneurysm’ for the Mesh keyword. Date last 

search performed was December, 2017. We supplemented the search with references 

from articles reviewed and correspondence with other researchers, including experts in 

the field. When a reference was deemed potentially suitable for inclusion, a full-text copy 
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was obtained and reviewed according to our study criteria which are obvious in the 

objective of this study. 

 

 

 Discussion: 

PAAs are a rare entity. In the year 1947, Deterling and Clagett [7] published a review of proximal 

PAAs over an extensive period of 100 years. They reviewed 92,026 autopsy researches and 

added 17,545 of their own (complete of 109,571 cases) and wrapped up that just 8 situations of 

PAA had actually been documented. That equates that the reported incidence was 0.0073%. 

• Definition 

The upper regular restriction for the diameter of the primary PA on CT is 29 mm which of the 

right interlobar artery is 17 mm [8], [9].A PAA that surpasses this measurement can be 

considered bigger, and one that surpasses 4 centimeters can be taken into consideration 

aneurismal (see below). 

• Classification 

PAAs could be classified into proximal (or central) PAAs and peripheral PAAs. 

Proximal PAAs entail the pulmonary trunk and the main right and left PAs. Proximal PAAs are 

specified as a size of over 4 centimeters in the PA trunk [10].In 66% of PAA patients, pulmonary 

hypertension is kept in mind [11].Signs are rarely seen unless there are difficulties such as 

bronchial or tracheal compression (bring about cough and dyspnea), dissection, or rupture. 
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Additionally, thrombus could create in the PAA, triggered by reduced blood circulation rate. 

Dissections of the PA are normally related to pulmonary hypertension. Only 19% of patients with 

dissection did not have pulmonary hypertension [12].Eighty percent of breakdowns took place 

generally pulmonary trunk [13].The peripheral PAAs encompass the aneurysms found in the 

intrapulmonary arteries. In a research of 111 situations with PAA, just 22 instances were 

identified in the peripheral section offseting 19.8% [11].A lot of the mycotic aneurysms lie in this 

component, and historically when tuberculosis (TB) was an extra popular illness among the 

general population, it made up the most common etiology. The aneurysms triggered by TB were 

named "Rasmussen aneurysms" [14].Peripheral PAA could be taken into consideration a lethal 

problem, considering that its most major sign is huge hemoptysis. Even in cases where rupture 

had actually not occurred, untreated instances had an extremely high mortality rate [15].The 

treatment modality preferred in these instances is coil embolization, since it is the least invasive 

therapy especially due to the fact that surgery positions a really high risk for patients with 

extreme pulmonary hypertension [16]. 

• Etiology and Pathogenesis 

A number of hidden problems represent threat factors and original agents for developing PAAs. 

Infection, structural cardiac abnormalities, structural vascular anomalies, and pulmonary 

hypertension are amongst one of the most typical. Idiopathic, isolated aneurysms also do happen, 

yet they are very uncommon entity. 

Infection 

Historically, TB and syphilis played the main function, however with the significant decrease in 

incidence of these illness nowadays, other organisms have changed them. In TB, Rasmussen 
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aneurysms are seen in vessels that undergo tuberculous cavities; therefore, they occur in patients 

with chronic modern condition (4 to 5% of chronic TB cases). The mechanism of the aneurysm 

development depends on the vessel's wall tissue destruction and replacement by granulomatous 

tissue, triggering thickening and weakening of the arterial wall from the external to the inner wall 

[17].In syphilitic aneurysms, the device of development includes devastation of the vasa 

vasorum, which consequently causes weakening of the vessel wall and appears to induce 

atherosclerotic adjustments [18].TB and syphilis are mostly of historic value in the existing 

period as reasons of PAA. There is likewise a strong link between mycotic aneurysms and 

pulmonary hypertension. In a vessel wall already under stress, septic emboli could lodge and 

trigger aneurysmal formation [19]. 

Structural Cardiac Anomalies 

A lot of PAAs are congenital (the most usual reason of PAAs), yet obtained instances have also 

been reported. Inning accordance with both significant proximal PAA postmortem examination 

researches, congenital cardiac irregularities were discovered in 56% of the situations [7].The 

most common flaws were, in order of highest event, license ductus arteriosus (PDA), ASD, and 

ventricular septal issue. Various other less common congenital abnormalities consist of tetralogy 

of Fallot, transposition of the terrific vessels, and bicuspid aortic valve. In the case of a PDA, 

there is a left-to-right shunt observed that causes a "jet stream" to hit the wall of the PA, bringing 

about local injury and weak point of the arterial wall [7].Acquired as opposed to congenital-

associated lesions consist of mitral stenosis, pulmonic stenosis, tricuspid insufficiency, and 

pulmonic insufficiency; these are reflective of problems of excess quantity or pressure load on 

the pulmonary thought to contribute in the dilatation resulting in aneurysm development. 

Structural Vascular Abnormalities 
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In contrast with structural cardiac irregularities, which most commonly are congenital, the 

majority of architectural vascular problems bring about PAA are obtained degenerative illness. 

Medionecrosis (cystic medial necrosis) and atherosclerosis are one of the most noticeable in the 

literature. Their pathogenesis is the outcome of a constant procedure of damages to and repair of 

the vascular structures [20]. Medionecrosis or atherosclerosis has been recognized in the majority 

of the cases of exploring PAA reported to this day. To include, medionecrosis of the PA varies 

from the aorta in the fact that there is no male sex tendency, yet otherwise it is very just like the 

aortic version [21], [22].Marfan syndrome (MFS) likewise plays a considerable role in structural 

vascular irregularities causing PAA; although MFS mainly entails the aorta, instances have 

likewise been determined [23].Last but not the least, vasculitis appears to be an apparent 

precursor of PA aneurysms. Behçet disease and giant cell arteritis are the leading vasculitic 

versions creating PAA [24], [25].It has been kept in mind that aneurysms because of Behçet 

illness could automatically regress adhering to clinical treatment of the disease. Surgery is 

discouraged in Behçet disease because of frequent incorrect aneurysm formation at the 

anastomotic sites [26].An additional rare vasculitic illness is Hughes-Stovin disorder, which 

includes recurrent thrombophlebitis and PAA development and rupture [27]. 

Pulmonary Hypertension 

Pulmonary hypertension could be identified right into precapillary (idiopathic, schistosomiasis), 

capillary (chronic obstructive pulmonary condition, interstitial lung disease, fibrothorax), and 

postcapillary (mitral valve stenosis, left heart failure, left atrial myxoma, veno-occlusive 

condition). Idiopathic primary pulmonary hypertension is an uncommon condition and is defined 

by plexiform lesions, endothelial cell proliferation, and concentric laminar intimal fibrosis of the 
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PA [28].Another important risk variable for pulmonary hypertension is chronic pulmonary 

embolism. Pulmonary hypertension predisposes to PAA in some patients. 

Trauma 

Trauma could be split right into extravascular and endovascular. Both blunt and permeating 

trauma make up the extravascular root causes of PAA, permeating stab injuries being the most 

regular [29].Endovascular trauma is mainly iatrogenically caused. Malpositioned Swan-Ganz 

catheters are one of the most usual cause. This complication takes place when the catheter has 

been placed too far right into a pulmonary arterial branch. The pathogenesis is disintegration of 

the tip of the catheter right into the wall of the artery, causing weakening and dilatation. In a 

potential research on 500 patients, it was shown that the occurrence of rupture and hemorrhage 

after the Swan-Ganz catheter is 0.2% [30].Various other iatrogenic reasons include chest tube 

insertion, traditional angiography, and surgical resection or biopsy. 

• Clinical Symptoms and Diagnosis 

The scientific signs and symptoms vary and belong to the underlying etiologies, place, and 

dimension of these PAAs. Hemoptysis is one of the most often identified sign resulting from 

rupture, and it is mostly deadly. Dyspnea and cough are observed when the aneurysm compresses 

the trachea or the bronchi. Fever is seen generally in mycotic aneurysms. Sometimes, a severe 

systolic murmur can be heard over the left 2nd and 3rd intercostal space from pulmonic valve 

disease [31].As already noted, one of the most disastrous result of PAA of the primary PA is 

aneurysmal rupture or breakdown. Laplace regulation determines that wall anxiety, which 

constitutes the most vital element for progression to rupture, is directly symmetrical to the 

pressure and span of a vessel wall surface and is vice versa symmetrical to the wall surface 

thickness [32].In the lack of considerable pulmonary regurgitation or stenosis, which could 
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trigger ideal ventricular disorder, pulmonary hypertension, or a left-to-right shunt, the danger of 

aneurysmal rupture seems to be very small [33], [34]. 

• Diagnosis 

The gold criterion for the medical diagnosis of PAAs has been pulmonary angiography. 

Angiography is intrusive and determines just the inside of the aneurysm, the segment that has 

energetic flow. With recent technical advancements, other modalities have largely supplanted 

angiography for medical diagnosis of PAA. Spiral CT is a superb diagnostic technique, as it 

could demonstrate the license lumen along with any mural thrombus or various other problems of 

the vessel wall surface. Spiral CT also has the ability of multiplanar reconstruction that can 

provide really useful details to the cosmetic surgeon for planning surgery. For optimum imaging 

in the workup, echocardiography and MRI should be included [35]. 

• Treatment 

Treatment can be either conservative (clinical) or surgical.Surgical repair work is advised if the 

aneurysms are big, > 6 centimeters, or if they are symptomatic, no matter the size, because the 

danger of rupture or breakdown is high when it comes to signs [36].These criteria for intervention 

are based upon limited nature information. For proximal PAAs existing together with pulmonary 

hypertension, the interventional technique could be the treatment of the pulmonary hypertension 

alone. Although medical therapy alone in complex situations could posture inadequate [37]. 

The surgical methods that have been defined include aneurysmorrhaphy or arterioplasty, 

pericardial patch reconstruction, and interposition grafting with allografts or synthetic textile 

grafts as treatment techniques for aneurysms of the main PA [38], [39].Just recently, steel coil 

embolization has revealed promising outcomes for therapy of peripheral PAAs [40].Peripheral 
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PAAs in the past were treated with lobectomy or aneurysmectomy, however currently 

endovascular coil embolization is liked, since it is less invasive and less complications have been 

observed [41]. 

Conservative therapy is advised for patients that do not experience symptoms of PAAs and have 

aneurysms much less compared to 6 cm in diameter. Patients diagnosed with pulmonary 

hypertension must be dealt with medically to decrease the pulmonary pressure. As stated earlier, 

aneurysms caused by Behçet illness appear to fall back after anti-inflammatory therapy for this 

illness. 

The targets of surgery include the repair/replacement of an impaired pulmonary artery in addition 

to the improvement of connected abnormalities. For PAA second to CHD, evidence has revealed 

that adjustment surgery alone is satisfying enough to produce long term survival and stabilized 

pulmonary artery size, and this appeared especially legitimate in non-giant PAAs in kids with 

CHD (as in the 9-year old patient instance we listed) [42].Nevertheless, for adult cases with 

surgical indicator, we still suggest that the expanded pulmonary artery be treated simultaneously 

throughout surgery because the deterioration and fragility of the artery wall already exists and is 

irreparable. There are two typical strategies. For patients with a focally dilated pulmonary artery, 

aneurysmorrhaphy with excision of the extreme vessel wall surface in a lot of dilated locations is 

suggested. For PAAs with a diffuse lesion in the artery wall surface, including lesions induced by 

inflammatory disease and pulmonary hypertension, complete replacement of the whole 

pulmonary trunk with allograft or artificial graft is advised. In some cases a long, curved graft or 

y-shaped graft is employed when one or both main branches of the pulmonary trunk are entailed. 

 Conclusion: 
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PAAs are rare, Congenital heart illness and pulmonary hypertension are the leading reasons in the 

present era. Rupture and PA dissection can take place. BD is the most common cause of PAA 

secondary to vasculitis. Imaging such as computed tomography with contrast is helpful in making 

a medical diagnosis and for follow-up. PAA in BD is a significant complication and needs to be 

managed quickly to prevent complications of PAA. Embolization is a new technique and a 

promising treatment option, and in our opinion, it should the first invasive procedure performed 

when managing this potentially devastating abnormality. Surgical treatment is suggested for large 

aneurysms of the main PA trunk/main PAs or for large aneurysms in those places. Better 

clarification of the natural history of these uncommon arterial aneurysms is required. 
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